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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DETAILS
SCHOOL CONTACTS

Office Phone Number: 5449 2022
Absentee Phone Number: 5455 3911
Absentee Email Address stmabsentees@bne.catholic.edu.au
School Websitdink: www.stmsunshine.gld.edu.au
SCHOOL HOURS

First Bell 8.40am

Session Begins 8.45am

Lunch Bell 11.00am (Play until 11.23)
Eating time 1123am until 11.35

Session 2 Begins 1135am (Play until 1.55)
Afternoon Tea 1.55pm until 2.00 pm
Session 3 Begins 2.00pm

School Finis Time 2.50pm

It is a requirement that children respond to the first bell at 8.40am. This etisatréhey are at the
classroom when doors open at &#0in readiness to begin lessons on the second bell at 8.45am.
Playgrounds are supervised from%afn and children are encouraged to use this option if they arrive
before 8.40am.

Information is communicated regularly to parewia the Parent Portal, email and text with the
addi t i oomnmuficatiorhfeldersystedn f or Pr ep

Teachers are happy &orange a time to speak with you about your child if you have any problems or
concerns. To ensure there is no interruption during welcoming, farewelling and supervision times, a
time for discussion needs tpoorto¢heday.r anged with


mailto:stmabsentees@bne.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stmsunshine.qld.edu.au/

Dear Parents

May | extend to yowall a very warm welcome totS'homas More School. | hope your association with the

school will be happy and fulfilling in every respect. You are the prime educators of your children, and w
their canmencement at school you now enter a partnership with the school for this next phase of y
children's education. This partnership will be successful to the extent that it is based on mutual support,
operation, and above all mutual respect.

St Thomas More is a Catholic School, and by enrolling your children here you are affirming youl
commitment to Catholic Education, and to the values and belief system that it upholds. The Patron of
school Sir (Saint) Thomas More was a man who valued persongtiiptend his Faith to the extent that he
was prepared to sacrifice his own life rather than betray them. He is a fine role model for all of us as we st
to be faithful to the Gospel in our own life situation, and to pass that Faith on to the chiltitestegl to our
care as parents and teachers.

Our school is a work of the Church, and an important part oPdinish life. Our Parish Priest, Father Mark
Franklin is a regular visitor to the school, and he ensuraggical and Sacramental celebratioase
available for the children. There is a rich prayer life in the school with daily class prayer, assembly pray
and the fostering of devotion to Mary and the Saints. The school mttdruth and Love" expresses the
centrality of Christ to all thaive are and do at the school. Jesus proclaimed himself to be the Truth, and
gave us the commandment to Love. Living this motto is to strive to follow Jesus by fulfilling thi:
commandment of love.

Here at $ Thomas More School we seek to educate thelevherson. We endeavour to cater for the wide
range of needs of the childremeligious, moral, social, intellectual, physical, emotional, and aesthetic; and i
doing so hope to provide a secure learning environment where children have the opporagtitgvte their
potential.

It is for this reason that when you enrol at St Thomas More you enter into an agreement that your child
fully participate, to the best of their ability, in all aspects of the school curriculum. No part of the scha
curriculum that is offered in school time is seen as optional. This includes school camps, swimming ¢
excursions.

We promote in a special way the ideals of respect, honesty, tolerarmgeration, and a genuine concern for
the welfare of others. St. Thosdore Catholic School also strives to live out its daily life by following the
example of Marcellin Champagnat, the founder of the Marist Brothers. He taught his brothers to base t
schools around the five pillars of Marist Education:

*In the Way of Mary *Family Spirit *Presence *Simplicity *Love of Work

In conclusion | ask for your support of and-@peration with the school in all matters. The success of the
partnership we are about to undertake is dependenboeshand open communication; and on parental
involvement in the school in a variety of wayB&F activities, classroom assistance, tuckshop, working bees
etc. We have a proud history of active parental involvemplgiase do your part to keep this ttamh alive.

Again, a warm welcome tot3homas More School. May Jesus and Mary bless you and your families an
keep you all safe in their loving care.

Yours sincerely

Mr. Patrick Colley(Principa)



THE SCHOOL DAY

Student H(I td catlon .
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SUPERVISION

Teachers begisupervisiomat 8.15am each morning aadain after schoalntil the last bus has
departed at 3.10pm. Children should not be at school prior to 8. Paaents are encouraged to
ensure students arrive at schdml 8.35am, so that they have the opportunity to organi
themselves and be ready to start their school day promptly at 8.40am. Students who are
consistently late miss out on gathering with their peer group. Their learning opportunities are
disrupted, as aréne opportunities of their classmateshildren who walk home should go home
immediately and children who go by car should be met by their parents at the desigohted
areas.Please refer tgpage44 for details on school drop off and pick up procees

LATENESS

If studens come to school latehey are tago to the office to sign in. Please refer to
page32 for details onthe Late Arrival pocedure.

EARLY SCHOOL DEPARTURE

If parents come to the school to collect students during the schodhdgyare required to go to
the office to sign their children auPlease refer tgpage 32 for details onthe Early School
Departure procedure.

MOBILE PHONE andIPOD POLICY

The school recognises that mobile phones can be a useful tool of communigttion
parents outside normal school hours, and that they provide an added sense of sec
for parents and children. However the school does not encourage children to bri
mobile phones to school. To ensure th#telectronic deviceshat are brought to
school are kept secure, and that there is no opportunitigdmmisuse while on school

property, the following policy has been introduced. ™ -
Studentswho bring a mobile phone to school are required to switch it off * g
onarrivaland sign itenh windbhwd 6c6dmuds - =pi N
the day. It should be clearly ma S1 'CEEH h

number. The mobile phone may then be collected/signed out at the end |
the school day. Mobile phones found at school in the possession of t |
childr en, will be stored at the office during school hours until collected by &
parent.

This policy also applies tastudentipodsand iphones

SCHOOL UNIFORM -worn with Pride

As a community, we are proud of our school. We are also proud of the uniform wweear.

Parents are asked to abide by their commitment and enrolment policy on the correct school
uniform. The school board have unanimously spoken up about the importance of keeping
everybody in line with the uniform cod®@lease refer to the informationrelating to school
uniforms.



OUR SCHOOL PRAYER

Our loving God
You created us in your image.
Show us the way to be generous and caring.

In a spirit of truth and love
help us to work together
so that our commmity is a place
Whereyour love shines through each person.

Let Mary, our mother guide us
In our words and actions,
Our work and play.

Mary,
Our Good Mother
Guide us
St Marcellin
Educator and friend
Inspire us
St Thomas More
Patron of our school faihyi
Teach us truth and love.

Amen




ST THOMAS MORE SCHOOL HYMN

Our Loving God, You show us how to be loving and to care

Our Loving God, We feel your love all around us and our hearts all
will share

In Truth and Love for sure

Bless us at Sthbmas More

it i S

1. Let Mother Mary be our guide That shinesrbm the mountains to
In all we say and do the beach. Chorus

We walk with God right by our

side 2. We work together in all we do
And His spirit shines bright for me The way that Marcellin has shown
and you. With friends forever we see it

Our school so full of joy and fun through

Where we all try to reach And remember the goodness we
The glory of each dawning sun have known Chorus

ST THOMAS MORE SCHOOL SONG

We have a lovely schodhe staff are really great

Where Truth and Love wil/l rul e so yo
We have a | ot of friends, youol |l nev
Our learning never ends with the seeds that we have. sown

Set your heart on fire St Thomas More

Let your spirit rise A place set in the sun

Show vy oudesirdhear t 6 :¢StThomas More

Under the clear blue skies. Through knowledge and in fun
In truth and love watch our spirits
soar

Bless all of us at St Thomas More.

Our sportsmanship is great

we have a lobf fun

Webve very rarely | ate
work needs to be done.

Together hand in hand we

learn to care and share

Our school set close to sand

with kindness everywhere .




SCHOOL PATRONS

Our school takesrispiration from the lives of two remarkable saints

Marcellin Champagnat - Born in France in 1789, the year of the French Revolution,
Marcellin Champagnat was to lead an extraordinary life and leave an even more extraordinary legacy

One of the foundingnembers of the Society of Mary, Marcellin Champagwm

dedicated his life to founding the Marist Brothette largest Order within the
Marist family. Recognised for his great work and holiness, Marcellin v
canonised &aint by Pope John Paul Il in 1999.

=

Marcellin lived a simple life before entering the seminary, and des:”;,,
struggling with his academic studies he was ordained in 1816. Early on hi{
was to take a dramatic turn when he visited an uneducated and ill-ffif@aen
old boy who knew nothignof God. Marcellin decided that a branch of Broth
was needed to teach children, and so in 1817 he set about bringing the
Brothers to reality. Poor health led to the death of Marcellin Champagni
1840.From seeing the young dying boy in 18TwWauntil his death, the life of

Marcellin Champagnat is nothing but exceptional and saintly. His life is a marvelous witness that one
man can make a difference.

Today St Thomas More School continues to give witness to our vision through living the Gospel
values. Wenurture a distinctve Marist style that is @ty holistic and consciously seeking to
communicate values. To continue to embrace this very distiecti Mar i st styl e, HAéwe
(children) and | ove t hemmpadgndat) equally. o0 (Saint M

The school also celebrates the annual feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, the founder of the Marist
Brothers, in June with a School Liturgy and planned activities. The Marcellin Champagnat Awards are
also presented to one student from eachsabessthis day, identifying the students who demonstrate

the qualities oBaint Marcellin Champagnat.

St Thomas Morewas born in England in 1478. As a young man he considered becoming a
monk, and studied for several years. He decided that God was batlirig marry and have a family.

He left the monastery, studied law and married Jane Holt. They had four children and he loved his
family very much.

St Thomas More had many friends. He studied very aaddbecama

very important person. Many people catoeask St Thomas More for
a(;]lvice. One of these people was Kiag of EnglandKing Henrythe

g™

They became good friends and St Thomas More helped the King with
many important decisions.

One day St Thomas More and the King disagreed on a very important
matter. TheKing got angry with St Thomas Morand puthim in
prison.

St Thomas More believed very strongly in telling the truth and for
standing up for what he believed. Because of this he was condemned to death. Just before he was
killed, Thomas turnedo the people watching, and sa@ddi e t he Kingés good se
first. 0

St Thomas Mordaied in 1535 Through St Thomas More we are inspired to stand up for what we
believe in. We celebrate his feast day on Jurié&hyear.



OUR VISION

In Truth and Love T Educating the whole person

OUR MISSION

At Saint Thomas More Parish School we offer quality, inclusive education in the Catholic

tradition. This provides equity of oppaortity for all to participate in the experience of life long
learning.

The strong family spirit in the school community promotes a sense of integrity, justice and
personal fulfilment that encourages children to critically question themselves and ssciegy
prepare for a future charactil by personal growth and renewal.

In our faith community the individual 6s potent|
embraced, faith is celebrated in prayerful and reflective ways, and the chiiscemer a belief in
their own capacity to contribute to the Church and society.



Central to our Vision and Mission IS our
RELATIONSHIP POLICY

Saint Thomas MoreSchool isa Parish school in the Marist tradition.

A Marist School is a centre of learginof life, and of evangelising. As a school, it leads children to
learn to know, to be competent, to live together, and most especially to gegueson As a Catholic
school, it is a community setting in which faith, hope, and love are lived and auoatad, and in
which students are progressively initiated into their-lbieg challenge of harmonising faith, culture,
and life. (Article 126 fromdn the Footsteps of Marcellin Champaghat

The Catholic school, far more than any other, must be a cmityrwhose aim is the transmission of
values for living. Its work is seen as promoting a fa@lationship with Christ in whom all values find
fulfillment. But faith is principally assimilated through contact with people whose daily life bears
witness toit. Christian faith, in fact, is born and grown inside a community. (Article 53 The Catholic
School DocumentfiThis is my commandment: love one another, as | have lovedbyou J ohn 15: 1

POLICY STATEMENT

Central to education in the Catholic Schoaolhis area of relationships. We all need to devélealthy
relationshipswith God, with ourselves, with others, and with the world community.

VALUES

At Saint Thomas More we value

f Goddés unconditional | ove for all peopl e
9 Christian witness
1 Appreciation ofthe dignity of self and others

PRINCIPLES

At Saint Thomas More we strive to create an environment that nurturepergci® selationship with
God.

1 lIts (the Catholic School) work is seen as promoting a faith relationship with Christ in whom all
valuesfind fulfillment. (The Catholic School Document Article 53)

1 At Saint Thomas More we provide support structures to allow each person to develop a healthy
relationship with himself/herself

1 Equity should be the hallmark of our schools:am® should bendffrom preference or privilege
because of social standing or exterior qualities; each pupil, rich or poor, should be treated
according to ability, virtue, and personal worth. (Saint Marcellin)

1 At Saint Thomas More we provide opportunities to engage iniy@mselationships with others.

1 The school must be a community whose values are communicated through the interpersonal and
sincere relationships of its members and through both individual anderative adherence to
the outlook on life that permeattse school. (The Catholic School Document Article 32)

1 At Saint Thomas More we seek to make each person aware of his/her responsibilities as a
custodian of the world community.

1 The Catholic School should teach its pupils to discern in the voice of thersmithe Creator
whom it reveals and, in the conquests of science, to know God and man better. (The Catholic
School Document Article 46)



THE SCHOOL PROGRAM
VISION FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Schools and Colleges of thechdioceseof Brisbane aspir¢o educat and
form studentavho arechallenged to live the gospel d¢sus Christand who are
literate in the Catholic and broader Christian tradijtieo thatthey might
participate critically and authentically in faith contexts and wider saciety

The Religious Education Curriculum is divided into four major strands; Sacred
Texts, Beliefs, Christian Life and Church. Inquiry units of work are taughheh
includemor e than one strand, so that ~ | SIS c a n
Christian faith tradion and make sense of the world. o R

Through engagement with the Religious Education Curriculum, students are challenged to be cultural
agents in light of the Gospahdauthentic witnesses to the mission of Jesus Christ in the world today.

Students partipate in the Religious Life of the School and experience the Catholic Christian
Tradition in particular; Religious Identity and Culture, Prayer and Worship, Faith Formation and
Social Action and Justice.

acred Texrg
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As a Catholic Christian Community, welcate allstudentsto live the gospel of Jesus Christ as
successful, create and confident, active and informed learners empowered to shape and enrich our
world. The vision for Religious Education challenges students to be a religious voice in the world

The School and Parish recognise that parents are the principal Faith educators of their children. The
school assists the family and parish in tlokitdo &aith journey.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

From2016,the Teachings of the Sacraments begin with

Year 3i Students turning 8Confirmation
Year 4i Students turning 9Sacraments of Penancé{Rite) and Eucharist
Year51 Students turning 10Sacraments of Penancé' Rite)

The Archdi ocese recently ma dSacrarhental Pacy forv Ghristari a n g e s
Il nitiati on , fwlmch wetehdistudsede by @he Parish Life and Faith Committee. In
September 201the Parish will send amvitation toparents, inviting them to attend one of a number

of parent meetings planned for late OctolstyeNovember, to inform families of how the parish will

be implementing the new policA copy of t he O New tdPemdure payedts anei | | k
aware of the details prior to the planned meetings. Further details will be communicated to parents,
via the Parish and School newsletters.

Enquiries for tudents in other grades who have not yet completed the
Sagamental program can be registered at the Pafisteto join any or all

of the above year groupBr Jason Middletonis our Parish Priesnd is
happy to discuss any concerns you may have regardingAgip®intments

can be made witMrs ElaineSephensoat the Parish Office on 5447 1188.

8



SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
DIRECT REPORTING

Parents are al ways wel come togresd by mpakingras appomiment a ¢
withtharc hi | dds teacher. 't i s al so expecedacdtiooof al |
or behaviour, parents are notified as soon as possible so that solutions to these difficulties can be
found. Asgssment is an ongoing process and is used to indarents of the decisions teachers make
regarding student progress.

Reporting to parents occurs on a formal basis twice a fédine end of Term ondeachers invite all

parents to come to schoolfarn i nt er vi ew regarding their chil d
the opportunity to attend a Parent Information Night which is held in Term 1. At the end of term 2 (the

end of the first semester), paremsl receive a writtenreport that outlinestudent progress for the

first semesterA written report is also prepared at the end of Semester 2.

Teachers and parents are encouraged to arrange appointments to discuss issues of concern, or progress
of the child at anytiméhroughout the year.

The <hool participates in Naplan testingThis provides parents and the school with detailed
comparative information on c bandI5dnrbeth dieracp &d f or ma
Numeracy. Parents will receive a report outlining how their child peridrroempared to other
Australian students at the end of the year.

HOMEWORK

At St Thomas More School, homeworkaspart of classroom expectations
for all students om Years prep to 6. In setting homework, the class
teacher aims to
1 encourage the devament of independent study habits
f give parents an opportunity taq
T refine the studentos sketohs oY
T develop the studentds sense of
1 practice skills and reinforce work learnedciass

Homework is given out by the class teacher with regard to the age and ability of the child. Homework
maybeset eachweek or daily, depending on the teachefhis may require that teachers negotiate
homework expectations with parents so as terdat the needs of individual students.

Parental Involvement

To assst children in completing homework successfully, parents may find

following of some assistance: ‘
i arrange a regular time in a suitable room or area that is free : %
distractions . television é;"’ ?
9 check the standard of work produced and that adequate effort has @» MJ 4
made b -
9 children appreciate and respond to the interest that parents shc .= ™% -

their school work
9 praise for good work and encouragement for effort are more important thamseriti be
supportive at all times

Pleasecontact the teacher if homework is causing distress. It should be that tasks can be completed
with minimal assistance All queries in relation to homework should be directed to the classroom
teacher.



EDUCATION AL GOALS

St Thomas More School values the developing skills, abilities and interests of - el
students. We aim to support student learning by providing a range of strategies, ‘w
resources and opportunities for students to develop. o
Through the inclusion and irgeation of Social and Emotional Learning, we % i
strive to not only recognise, but to celebrate the successes and developr@@,

each individual. )

We strive for excellence in literacy and numeracy outcomes. This is reflected in school results of
benchmark tsts and external competitions. We extend to students opportunities to develop their
literacy, numeracy, interpersonal and application skills through Learning Areas, and also offer
opportunities through:

1 the extensive integration of the usdapdEds and eamputers to enhance learning opportunities

1 extended physical movement courses that may include dance, cross country, swimming,
exposure to a wide variety of team games/ ski
Activites pr ogr am®b

1 instrumental mus program

1 school ceordinated pastoral activities

1 school ceordinated mission fund raising activities

1 excursions and overnight camps

1 involvement in presentationsagsembly and in the wider community

1 participation in the Parliament program

1 schooland communityccor di nat ed debating c&€mpét andons,

participationintheé Ki ds teaching Kidsd progr am.

The extension programrovides opportunities for students to develop further in the areas of English
and Maths as they progress thghutheir learning journeySt Thomas More School has a team of
people who work beyond the classroom to provide support and investigate questions that parents or
teachers may have about a child.

LEARNING AND TEACHING

St Thomas More Catholic School ommitted to providing engaging, supportive and dynamic
learning environments where great teaching and learning can take place. All students at our school
are provided with opportunities to engage with rich and varied learning experiences that will enable
them to realise their potential, pursue their interests and to be supported at all stages of their learning
journey.

10



LEARNING IN THE EARLY YEARS OF SCHOOL

There are many dimensions to learning in the early years of schooling. -
curriculum areas are guided by the expectations of the Australian curriculum ar‘ \
planned for children so that they can engage fully in different learning activities. :

As part of a lifelong process of growth and change, learning in the early yea
responsive to how young children learn best.

Children entering the Prep year are capable young people who have been learning since birth. The
Early Years curriculum recogis t he richness that chil drenoés
starting point fo their learning and how strong links can be made to new concepts and ideas.
Enthusiastic and engaged learning can take place when children are active participants in the process
of planning and making decisions about their own learning. Using their seltses children tdouild

skills, anddevelop deep understandiafjtheir worldas a result of being actively engaged with a wide
variety of learning experiences.

Children are supported as learners and encouraged to learn through mov ;’ N %3
painting, dawing, speaking, writing, construction and sediamatic play. \if N
Experimentation, exploration and positive interactions with others allow childre g5
gain skills and knowledge about their world.

The Australian Curriculum provides opportunities for childen to develof positive disposition to
learning. During the Prep year, children are encourage@xplore concepts using the five main
contexts for learning and development

Play X\,\K‘K‘K 18009 }rl,

Reallife situations

Investigations

Routines and transitions

Focused learing and teaching * f
M

As part of theAustralian CurriculumPrepchildren have opportunities to participate in a variety of
these experiences on a daily basis. Within anyatégren are encouraged to actively learn through

play, investigations and rehfe situations. Focused learning and teaching experiences, along with
clear and meaningful routines and transitions allow children to work in partnership with their teachers
and peers to learn and develop at their own rateheir own time. Throughout ¢hlearning process
children are encouraged to actively investigate their ideas and to reflect on these ideas as part of the
process of making sense of their world.

= =4 -4 —a -
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PLAY

Play is an integral part of tHerepcurriculum. It is a powerful way
in which children can develoghinhking skills and problem solving €
strategies. Children have the opportunity to take on a numbe
roles in different play situations and as a result, are able to en
with others and make sense of their world. Through thiay
experiences children have the opportunity to build their sens
personal identity as a successful and confident learner. They
explore ideas anthke risks in an environment that is nurturing a
nonthreatening.

Play takes many forms. Someildren will participate in socikmiramatic or fantasy play, whilst others

will choose to explore and manipulate objects as part of this experience. Some play is physical in

nature and many aspects of play involve games with rules. Problem solvingripatant part of

this experience, as well as the development of oral language skills. Play is a particularly effective tool

to enhance childrenés foundational concepts
all of which are essentiab tbe successful as a learner.

REAL LIFE SITUATIONS

Real life situations provide a great way for children to b
connections between the experiences that take place at ho
the classroom and the wider community. They allow childre
investigate explore and experience learning opportunities that
real and significant to them as learners. Real life experie
within a classroom may include cooking, gardening, searching
internet, attending performances, creating artwork, condug
experinents, talking with visitors to the classroom or reading 4
writing for real purposes.

INVESTIGATIONS

anec

Within the early years classroom investigations can take many forms. They arise from the questions

that children ask and provide opportunities for ygpuildren to interact with people or objects to

gather information and test their ideas. The natural curiosity of children prompts them to experiment
with artistic, scientific, mathematical and technological ideas and challenges them to find out more.

Teachers work as partners with children in the prooésasking questions, challenging thinking,
modeling possible solutions and suggesting alternatieas that will allow the children to draw their
own conclusions from the investigative process.

ROUTINES and TRANSITIONS

Routines are an integral part o f —GoodbiomingRoucine:
particularly important for developing independence in childr€hey allow @Gﬂomsed
children to become familiar with the culture and practice of a new environi & Mae Bed & Tidy Room
and prwoide opportunities for individuals to develop particular understandings Eat Breakfast
capabilities within the school environment. Routines allow children to Y o
symbols for real purposes and provide a scaffold to support them in their lec o g reeen

and development. Tnaitions are also very significant in the life of an ea
year o0s | earner. They are times v
explored. Transitions often take the form of games; music or lang
experiences and allow children to move confidenttpnf one classroom Heveasgreatdar e
experience to the other.

& hoes On
@& °
@l Get Bag, Lunch, etc.

12

conc



FOCUSED TEACHING AND LEARNING

Focused teaching and learning may take place in many contexts in an

early yearoés <cl assroom. Al t hough t
FOCUSED .guidin.g focused Ie_arning experiences, thtva role that child.ren take .
LEARNING in their own learning is celebra’;ed and explored as _they interact with

others to make sense of their world. Opportunities for focused

learning allow children to develop knowledge of their world based on

their own emerging imfrests, ideas and perspectives.

THE EARLY YEARS ?

| Religious Education in the Early Years of schooling provides a
iR o wy wonderful opportunity for students to grow in their knowledge and

t?eggs : i understanding of God. The i religious education program
me(oﬁen:" . enriches students understanding of scripture, supports in the
Ipray. ‘W ¥l development of their own selforth and builds a sense of

responsibility and moral sensitivity in an environment where religious
rituals are celebrated throughahe year.

The classroom teaching of religious education in the early years includes content from the strands of
Sacred Texts Beliefs, Church andChristian life. Students eragewith stories from Scripture and
Catholic Christian traditions, enabling theto develop religious understandings, communicate their
ideasand explore the connections between the messages of scripture and their life. Through their
exposure to Catholic beliefs and Christian life they are guided in the development of their,identity
with respect and peaceful-operation with others being an integral compormdrhbeirlearning.

Al l components of t he Religious Education prog
consider the importance of prior knowledge, individual bemlgds and student needs. As part of the
religious life of the school, opportunities are provided each day for children to pray together and
classroom celebrations and rituals unite and build a sense of community within the group.

The social dimensionfo a c¢chi l ddés | earning in Prep is built
member of a group. This includes family, social, community and cultural groups. An important focus

in this context for learning is to help children develop understandingsagabilities that will enable

them to respect and @perate with others and sustain relationshipS i w I

social settings. - :

A very important part of this is to help children build within themsel

a strong sense of positive identity and -ssifeem. This iturn nurtures \
the development of resilience, independence and personal organi
The existence of these qualities allows children to interact with ot} £ 58
and the learning environment in a positive and confident way. E )
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The devel op me firte anaddrossamotor tskills & Gasvery
important part of their early learning. These skills are essestithlat
children can gain strength and confidence when participating in outdoor
play and playground experiences. Fmetor skills are foundational for
children as they begin early writing and drawing experiences, enabling
them to manipulate a variety of objects with confidence, skill and
adequate control.

Providing opportunities for children to make healthy choices allows them to develop within
themselves a sense of wdleing and a positive sense of themselves.

Some ways that health and physical learning skills are developed include:

1 Outdoor play program- balance activities, skipping, ball skills
climbing and a seriesf grossmotor activites

1 Fine motor activitiesi play dough, threading, cutting, paintirand

folding

Safetyi ways of keeping healthy and safe in a variety of settings

Making healthy choices

E |

The development of strong oral language and early literacy skil Nn Oo Pr O /48
an integralp ar t of a young <chil dbo : ek W /el opn
through their early language development in a social setting Tt Us W Ww X
children are able to construct, communicate and interpret 1{
ideas and meanings for a range of different purposes. Tl
component ofhe curriculum also creates an awareness of the v P -

-

of other languages in the home.

InthePr ep environment there are many el ements to
language development. Children are provided with opportunities to learn that language can be used
for avariety of purposes. The patterns and conventions of print are explored as children are immersed

in a wide variety of texts and language experiences. Phonemic awareness and alphabetic knowledge
are developed through a program that focuses on usingrihsWwl edge as part of
reading experiences. Writing and shaping of letters and words allows children to explore their ideas
and begin to communicate these ideas using written text.

The focus of early mathematical understandings is to alluldren many
opportunities to explore and investigate their environment and to be al
communicate their mathematical ideas. Manipulative materials a
children to actively seek answers to mathematical problems and to
solutions in creative andteresting ways.

An i mportant part of dev
understandings is the development of thinking skills

by providing frequent opportunities for children to

ask questions and seek answers using a variety of
mathematical and other materials.

\J .:;-?':‘
1 A\ E ; 0 VN
’\& 14 V-9 H
! /
AR & 123 ¥
*f&éﬁ(aa}_‘p cind Coessit n Gl
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Early years learners are active learners. They think, investigate, imagine
and respond to new thoughts and concepts. They want to know more so
that they can make sense of their world

Thinking processes are an integral part of all learnirterearly years and

are embedded in all learning areas. When children have opportunities to
explore and investigate different concepts or ideas they are able to plan, ask
guestions, evaluate, explore alternative ideas and strategies, predict, design,
compare and reflect on their learning.

An important way for children to express their ideas in creative and unique
ways is through the use of a variety of media and artistic forms. Through
dance, drama, media, music and visual arts children are ablpltwesand
express their ideas in a way best suited to their strengths as a learner.
Information communication technology is embedded in all areas of the
ear | y ye aridaswaginwhich yound children can explore, express and communicate their
ideas to those around them

Each week the children in Prep attend a number of specialist lessons. These lessons also provide
opportunities for them to explore and experience different activities within the school. Specialist
lessons inludePhysical Edudaon, Musig Oral Languagend Cultural Literacy.

LEARNING IN YEARS 1-6

Within thel 1 6 years of schooling children move through different phases in their learning and may
show different strengths and areas of interest. Common to each year les@leacairriculum areas
that align with the expectations of the Australian Curriculum. Within each year of learning the
individual learning needs of all students are considered as part of our differentiation for learning
process, ensuring that all learnbes’e many and varied opportunities to reach their learning goals.

Each student develops at their own rate and time and has different capacities and skills that they bring
to the learning process. Along with knowledge as a learner, it is important denttuo have a

sound understanding of the language and skills they need to become more confident and competent
learners. The development of a common language of learning is a strong focus at all levels of the
school, with the clear purpose to help stdecommunicate more fully where they are on their
learning journey

In order for students to be active participants in their own learning, the intention of learning
experiences needs to be clearly stated at the beginning of learning activities withassiheom.lt is

important that wmidents knowi Where they are going with their learningdow they are going with

their learning andHow they are going to get there.  This enables students to have a clear
understanding of where the learning experiesdeeaded, to identify what resources they may need to
complete the task and to understand what is expected of them. As part of this process, what successful
learning will look like in this learning situation is clearly articulated so that students cafeaet

goals as to how they can best achieve success.

S pecific
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

@, OurReligious Education program aspires to educate and form students who are challenged to
@2 live the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our world today. Beweent withSacred Texts allows
=L students to develop deeper knowledge and understarafin@ld Testament and New
5 Testament Scripture texts from the bible. At each yessl Istudents have the opportunity to
2 listen to, learn from and respond to a variety of scripture text mpatticular emphasis on
&, developing a greater understanding of the time and context in which these stories of faith
Qo were recorded. Students are then challenigedse this knowledge to respond to the
messages of scripture in meaningful ways.

As part ofthe development of th8eliefs strand, students develop a
deeper understanding of God bycbming more literate in the Catholic
and broader Christian tradition. There are many opportunities for
students to engage meaningfully with the sacramental lifteeoChurch

and to develop their own sense of spirituality, through prayer, celebrating
rituals and participating in school liturgical celebrations. The strand of
Christian life is explored by considering the social teachings of the
Church as a way to reftt on action for justice in the school community,
in relation to our Marist communities and as members of the global
community.

ENGLISH

The study of English is central to the learning and development of all students. It is important to help
students bcome confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. Our school
English program is organised into three interrelated straridsnguage,Literature and Literacy.
Engagement with each of these strands allows students to developeétgewlinderstanding and
skills to help them listen, read, view, speak, read, write and create.

The language component of the English program helps
students develop their knowledge of the English language and
how it works. It helps students discover maieout the
important patterns and purposes that are central to the English
language, including spelling, grammar and punctuation in
words and sentences. Students develop knowledge and build
understandings about how these elements of text can be used
to communicate effectively. Students also become more aware
of how the conventions of language influence how we express
our ideas.

)
z
<
<

Tine {1e7
The literature strand considers how the study of different
texts can have a personal, social, cultural or aesthetic impact ¢eathers. Such texts can include
shorts texts, novel, poetry, prose dilch, along with spoken, print and digital muftiodal texts.
Being immersed in a variety of texts allows students to appreciate different texts and to enrich their
own understandirgyof the world. All students have regular exposure to a wide range of literature
from the school library.

The literacy component of the English curriculum allows students to focus on the development of

skills such as sounlkgtter correspondence, to explatiheir knowledge and skills in reading, writing
and speaking and to develop fluency when engaging with texts in different settings.
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MATHEMATICS

The mathematics curriculum provides students with esse
mathematical skills and knowledge Number and
Algebra Measurement and GeometryandStatistics and
Probability. It ensures that all students develop numer
capabilities at their own level of development and allows
| earners to develop a | eve
help them undestand and interpret mathematical problems.

Mathematical ideas have evolved across all cultures

coal
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thousands of years, and are constantly developing. Di] thlhk]h Skl“Sq rhn

technologies are providing valuable tools to help with

development of mathematical ideastire classroom setting
and allow learners to develop increasingly sophisticated
refined mathematical understanding, fluency, logi
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reasoning, analytical thought and problsolving skills. :
Students can then respond to familiar and unfamij “ICT Z’g‘?ﬁ&?&?&ﬂﬂ
situatiors by employing learnt mathematical strategies - interhet prublc-lmucnms

.';.r ’s 7.
drz avihg

make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently.

=k Slaying

Identifying the existence of strong links between the variGus'

components of mathematics as well as those links that exist between mathematics rasubjEbie
disciplines is an important part of Maths learning and allows learners to see the value of mathematics
as something that links with daily life. The mathematics curriculum provides students with carefully
paced, irdepth study of critical skilsnd concept s. It acknowl edges
different times and rates and as a result, encourages teachers to help students beouwtieasetf,

confident learners through inquiry and active participation in challenging and engaging egserien

SCIENCE

Science provides an opportunity for students to ask questions and seek answers about important and
interesting events in the biological, physical and technical world. It is a dynamic subject which uses an
inquiry approach so that studentsncamake sense of the world by collaborating, exploring and
investigating mysteries, making predictions and solving problems. In order to do this the science
curriculum promotes the use of six overarching idegmtterns, order and organisation; form and
function; stability and change; systems; scale and measurement; and matter and energglp

highlight common approaches to a scientific view of the world.

The Science curriculum provi desscioepnptoirftiaxcthgltii teesr a
begin to understand important scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop
scientific knowledge and the contribution and application of science to our culture and our lives.

In the early years of learning it allows students to expeéethe joy of scientific discovery and

nurtures their natural curiosity about the world around them. As students develop greater knowledge
about scientific concepts and use inquiry skills to develop a deeper level of understanding they can
make informed dcisions about local, national and global issues. In doing this, they develop critical

and creative thinking skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and draw ebakszdte
conclusions using scientific methods.

HISTORY

History uses evidemcfrom the past to help us understand different events and periods in time. The
value of teaching history is to allow students to learn from the lessons of the past so that they can
make informedjudgments about the future. All year levels engage witle tivo elements of the
history curriculumi Historical Knowledge and Understanding and Historical Skills.
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Historical Knowledge and Understandingincludes personal, family, local, state or territory,
national, regional and world history. Through the exgion of different topics across the6P
curriculum students develop a range of history concepts incladinignce, continuity and change,
cause and effect, significance, empathy, perspectives and contestability.

Historical Skills focus on the use of haical inquiry, which includes historical questions and
research; analysis and use of sources; perspectives and interpretations and comprehension and
communication

Year levels- focus areas:

Years P 2: Awareness of personal and family hist

Colomal Auﬁral( 3 o

Year3: Community and Remembrance o o =
Year 4: First Contacts S onal selem
Year 5: The Australian Colonies = (pitlorsmigrants ‘
Year 6: Australia as a Nation =0
é

GEOGRAPHY

Teaching students the skills to help them think geographically ar
encourage them to develop a holistic view of therldvas an A
important component of the Geography curriculum. Geograpt
inquiry is an effective method used to help students explore lear
in this area of the curriculum and is used extensively throughoui

years of primary schooling.

As part of leaning in Geography students devel@eographical knowledgewhich refers to the
facts, generalisations, principles, theories and models already developed in geography.

Geographical Understanding provides the framework for students to identify what reteghips
exist between their prior knowledge and new learning. It also challenges the learner to see how this
information could be applied to a new situation or to solve new problems. Concepts covered in each

year level lay the foundation for future disstons and learning. ACQUIRE
geographic
resources
Geographical Inquiry helps students learn about and deepen tt}@igfa;mc EXPLORE
understanding of geography. It involves individual or group investigatigts s geographic
that start with geographical questions and proceed through the collection, data
evaluation, analysiand interpretation of information to the development e‘icf:?,,c ANALYZE
geograp geographic
of conclusions and proposals for actions. knowledge jnformation

Geographical Skillsare the techniques that geographers use in their investigations, both in fieldwork
and in the classroom. Students learn to think crificabout the methods used to obtain, represent,
analyse and interpret information and communicate findings. Some of the skills developed by students
throughout the primary years include: formulating a question and research plan, recording and data
represetation skills, using a variety of spatial technologies and communicating with appropriate
geographical vocabulary.

The theme for each year level includes:

Prep  People live in Places Year4 The Earthds environmel

Year 1 Placeshave distinctive Features Year 5 Human & environmental processeshape places
Year 2 People are connected to many pla  Year 6 We live in a diverse world
Year 3 Places are both similar and differe
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIPS

Civics and Citienship provides an opportunity for students in Yea& t8 become active and

i nformed citizens who participate in and | earn
of Civics and Citizenship, students have the opportunity to investigate aloditid legal systems, and

to explore the nature of citizenship, diversity and identity in contemporary society. By developing
inquiry skills and providing opportunities for learners to become active and informed citizens they
will be challenged to questipanderstand and contribute to the world in which they live in.

The Civics and Citizenship curriculum aims to
what it means to be a citizen. It explores ways in which students can actively shapeethenalue

their belonging in a diverse and dynamic society, and positively contribute locally, nationally,
regionally and globally. It acknowledges the experiences and contributions of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples and their identitigghin contemporary Australia and challenges learners to be
reflective, active and informed decistamakers.

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

Students in Years 5 and 6 will explore the way individuals, families, the community, businesses and
governments makdecisions in relation to the allocation of resources. It aims to enable students to
understand the process of economic and business degisking and its effects on themselves and
others, now and in the future.

The study of economics and business dep®lthe knowledge, understanding and skills that will
inform students about the economy and encourage them to participate in and contribute to it. The
curriculum examines those aspects of economics and business that underpin -tedigign at

personal, dcal, national, regional and global levels. Students learn to appreciate the interdependence
of decisions made, as well as the effects of these decisions on consumers, businesses, governments
and other economies.

DIGITAL AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES

In the age where technology is rapidly changing the way pe:
live and work, it is essential that our young people have
skills to engage in; problem solve with; and continuously ad
to changing technology.

TECHNOK'dS

COMMUNICATE

1 Each child has the opportityy to have a voice in a safe
environment .

1 Enables a culture of setfirected learners st =

1 Provides multiple opportunities for students to devel us i L i
mastery as they have more control over when, where and g’ $ST00 =
they learn and how they communicate what they havatlear "<&, gggggl(r:)gde&

1 Allow students access to knowledge and the opportunitt “Mc,reateusmg
re-engage in learning opportunities as many times as 1 Stam,nQR
need

1 Enables more autonomous learning, which research shows creates mdrestli
and engaged learners
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COLLABORATE

1 Enables a ammunity of learners who work collaboratively
9 Each child has the opportunity to receive feedback fr

teachers and peers T H I N K
1 Provides an audience and purpose for work [V]m@

Allows students to make their thinking visible
1 Ideas and work can be quickly and easily shared

CREATIVITY

1 Promotes creativity as knowledge can be expressed-mr
modally, not just writteri images, sounds, animations ar
narration

1 Many different avenues for presenting learning

Develops problem solving skills

1 Many opportunities to play and expéo

CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES
ARTS EDUCATION

Arts education within our school hBscomponents’ Music, Dance,
Drama, Visual Arts and Media Arts.

==

=

The Arts
Makcin, gespor®?

Each element of Arts Education is unique and distinctive with its «
discrete knowledge, symbols, langaagrocesseand skills. As part
of their Arts education students will have the opportunity to use t FSES Fooi
senses to make and present different artworks using elements of
art form and to understand, appreciate and respond to each elernr
creative ad critical ways.

MUSIC

St Thomas More School offers a developmental classroom Music and Dance Program from Prep to
Year 6. This program is based on the new Australian National Curriculuesponseto and
appreciation of music or danceperformance, presentation and display of music or dance;
exploring andimproving musical or dance skills; as well as development of musical and dance ideas.

Visual

Arts

As part of the school arts program, all students have the opportunity to work with and learn from our
SpecialistMusic teacher. In music, students use the concepts and materials of music to compose,

i mprovise, arrange, perform, conduct and respon
elements of music including duration (rhythm and tempo), dynamdaes), fpitch (melody and
harmony), and timbre (sound texture and quality) and have the opportunity to apply this knowledge to
the materials of music, including the voice, body, instruments, found sound sources and information
and communication technology.

Students are exposed to a wide range of music and dance styles or genres, with a fairly strong focus on
popular modern as well as Indigenous and Torres Strait island examples. The overall aims of the
classroom Music Program are exposure, enjoyment, legno@rformance and fun.

Singing also forms a large part of lessons throughout the year. Students from year 3 are welcome to
join theschool choirwhich provides an opportunity for chaivembergo share their talents at school
events throughout the schogdar The choircontribuesin a significant way to the celebration of
schoolevents, including schoohasses and liturgiesExtra Curricular Music and dance opportunities

for students from Year 3 to Year 6 include the Glee Club and private vocahttetistudents of all

ages.
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DANC

2

7
VG,

In dance, students develop knowledge, understanding and skills to
communicate ideas using the elements of dance, including space, time,

> §$ ooStur,
£ ¢ 8% l.&'\s\(’tl‘cftgt,_‘ dynamics and relationships. In each year the starting point will be
2 %5 4flex,  everyday movenmd. Students work with the body as the instrument and
Bo o PAner 2w, % movement as the medium of dance, using dance composition processes to
Mot %, help them explore, organi§e and refine movement for choreogrgphy and
$ P performance. Students will develop their movement vocabulait
& -~

oot®

techniques from simple to advanced skills in locomotion, balance,

coordination, alignment and expression with consideration of safe dance
practices and consideration of the needsdifzidual students.

DRAMA

Drama is a collaborative art, combgi physical, verbal, visual and aural dimensions. In drama,
students explore, depict and celebrate human experience by imagining and representing other people
through live enactment. Students experience theatre and develop an understanding of the
performefaudience relationship. Learning in drama can be both process and performance. Students
will combine the elements of drama to make, present and respond to representations of human
situations, characters, behaviour and relationships. They will make dresagtitdramatic play, role

play and improvisation, structuring the elements into -playding, directing and scriptwriting. In
presenting drama they will learn, as actors, to use body and gesture, voice and language, through
interpretation and rehearsalopesses as well as production and performance. In responding, students
will learn about how drama contributes to personal, social and cultural identity.

VISUAL ARTS

In visual arts students learn through direct engagement wittditwensional,
threedimensional and fouwdimensional art and design practices and conce &
theories, histories and critiques. Through opportunities for engageme
visual arts activities in classrooms, students develop skills, knowle
understandings and techniques astatidesigners, critics and audiences. Tt
learn to explore ideas through imaginative engagement, making and pres |
art, craft and design works, and engaging critically with these works g
processes. Students inYears 3 to6 engagen specialist arfessons once ¢
week.

MEDIA ART

Media artists represent the world using platforms such as television, film, v
newspapers, radio, video games, the internet and mobile media. In medi:
students have opportunities to develop knowledge, undenstpadd skills in the
creative use of communications technologies and digital materials to tell si
and explore concepts for diverse purposes and audiences. The role of medie
enhanced by the use of digital technologies and through use okdifi@evices
within classrooms Sudents have opportunities to explore the diverse cultU
creative, social and institutional factors that continue to shape communication
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM d 34*

-

The St Thomas More School Instrumental Music RPaog offers a unique and exciting music
experience. The aim of the program is the deve
awareness through participation in instrumental music lessons, ensembles, rehearsals and
performances.

Studentsn Years 3i 6 are eligible to enroll in the program. The Instrumental Music Director,
together with the Classroom Music Teacher, Class Teacher and Principal, review all applications for
inclusion in the Instrumental Program. Recruitment for the followiegr generally commences in
Term 4 for Year 2 to Year 5 studentdlew students commence at the beginning of each year
When accepted into theé year program, it is expected that students will remain committed for the
duration of their time at St Thom&ore Primary. ;

INSTRUMENTS TAUGHT
Students can supply their own instrument or hire an instrument through the s

Tuition is available in the following instruments: g
Woodwind Brass Percussion
Piccolo Trumpet Tuned- Glockenspiel,
Flute French Horn Xylophone.
Clarinet Trombone Un-tuned i Timpani,
Alto Saxophone Baritone Horn concert percussion, Kit &
Tenor Saxophone Euphonium other miscellaneous
Barit one Saxophone Tuba instruments.

COSTS AND COMMITMENT - Current

Enrolment in the IMP is an annual comnitment. Parents are responsible for the cost of tuition and
providing an instrument.Tuition fees are currently $640/year. This is billed at the beginning of the
year and be paid at $160/term.

TUITION

Tuition includes a 1 x 30 minutgeekly group lessn (2-8 students)n school time and a 1 kand

rehearsal (times below)efore schoolA minimum of 8 x 30 minute group lessons are provided for

each child per term. Make up lessons are not given in the absence of the teacher or the student. Most
terms wil see your child receiving 8 10 lessonsParticipation in lessons, band rehearsals and
performancess compulsory when being part of the IMBtudents are expected to attend all lessons

and bring all tutor books, ensemble music, accessories and theunment to each lesson and
rehearsal. They are also responsible for set up and pack up of the band for rehearsals and
performances.

JUNIOR CONCERT BAND SENIOR CONCERT BAND
TUESDAY 7.451 8.30 am THURSDAY 7.30-8.30 am
Beginner students in their firgear of learning.| Students that have been learning longer than ¢
year.

INSTRUMENT HIRE - Current

Students are currently able to hire instruments through the school. This is encouraged for students in
their first year of playing and for those playibigiger, more expensive instruments. The cost of hiring
ranges from$220 to $370per year, depending on the size of the instrumglhthire students are

billed and committed financially for the calendar year.

REPORTING & ASSESSMENT

All students involvedn the IMP will receive a special report on their progress at the end of each
semester.
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LANGUAGES - INDONESIAN

Indonesia is Australia's closest neighbour, consist™ < 3o =gl

of over 17000 islands and many different culture | . . Philippines
At St Thomas More, students leadndonesian| ; i~ | b
language (Bahasa Indonesia) and cultur&éars 3 j_".. ij*
to 6. Students in Prep to Year 2 engage in cultu . T o e SRR _
literacies. N Malaysia " -

. THR e A S
Although the program's main focisslanguage, the ‘ \*f'J; : Qgigf’*f‘ﬁap_\,ia S
culture of Indonesia is embedded within this _ ‘&J«i.‘%'{; P \}3\5'0“?"{;*"
Students learn everyday larage that they could us|  “NJapore TR Timor Leste 7 M-
if ever travelling to Indonesia how to order food, 2o Y N Bl S
time, bargaining and simple conversatior Australia =~ L
language. Indonesia's diverse culture is ald. |

explored through the prograthat includes studentgarticipatng in food‘tastetestingdays Wayang_
puppet and mask making and learning Indonesian musical instruments such as the Angklung.

Information technology is embedded into the teaching of Indonesian and the use of ipads is a very
successful tool to support language acquisitibhe program also offers opportunities for students to
extend their languagérough participation in a variety of speech and language competitions.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Health and Physical education offers experiential learning in a relevant,

engaging, physically active and developmentally appropriate way. 4, . @
Through engagement with the HPE curriculum during their primary _yé ancéfly‘ée*‘e\se p ",
of schooling students develop knowledge, understandings and skills tgo(\\Jefb»w VAL

. . . . F %’"‘“”*«vé:q danee 0 ,)
inform them about health and wellbeiagd tosupport them in developing hearti 4y
resilience,becoming informeddecision makers and being supported in et
strengthening their sensef self. An important part of Health and Physical Education is the
acquisition of movement skills, along with the development of conegptstrategies that will enable
students to confidently and competently participate in a range of physical activities.

Health and Physical Education is an integral componerthefschool curriculum and all round
education for the students, formipgrt of everyday classroom teaching and learning. Each week
students areexpected to engage iane Physical Education lesson with a PE specialist. This
complements work already carried out within the classroom and also builds on particular skills in
preparabn for school cross country and athletic carnivdfschildren cannot participate because of
medical reasons, this needs to be noted on the enrolment application or a note sent to the class teacher
on specific occasions.

Students in Years 416 are als involved in swimming activities during the year.

At St Thomas More we attempt to develop the positive attitudes of ¢ Y o
sportsmanship, fairness and spirit of teamwarid ceoperation through our \,‘\
sporting endeavours. The school is a member of thesédistrict Primary :

School Sports Association. At this interschool level, students have the oppor ‘ %

to participate in Swimming and Athletics Carnivals, Cross Country events al &
be members of individual District sport teams, such as cricket, netball /Z*AN\
Children may then advance to Regional and State teams if selected.

Within the school, there are four sporting houses: Marcellin, MacKillop, Xavier and Nagle. Sports

days are coordinated for middle and senior primary school students. Fandli@éoaated to one
house for the duration of their time at St Thomas More School.
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STUDENT SUPPORT ADMINISTRATION TEAM

This team consists of:

1 The Principal

1 The Assistant to the Principal Administration
1 The Learning Support Teacher

1 The School Guidance Cossllor.

The purpose of the Student Support Administration team is to

1 Support class teachers and parents in educating and providing care to their students/children

1 To gather current information and develop a plan of action to begin to answer questions or
address concerns

1 To share information and ensure a team approach when supporting students

T To investigate i ssues and provide feedback
development, welbeing and educational program

1 To ensure accountability amdonitoring in the support provided for students as they progress
through school.

How do you access this team of people in the school?

This team meets weekly. Class teachers may put in a referral regarding a student in their class, or a
parent may calbne of team to discuss their child. That team member will bring the issue to the group

for discussion and possible action, if necessary. The issues that are discussed can be varied and many,
including behaviour difficulties, learning issues, emotionahcerns, social skills, extending and
encouraging student achievement, looking into funding possibilities to support student success, etc.

What are the outcomes of this process?

The outcomes of assistance from fkdministration Student Support Teaman be varied. It ism@

avenue of findingupport and solutions within our own school community, as well as involving other
support personnel as deemed necessary. At the conclusion of these meetings an action plan is usually
put in place that is then revied over time. These actions may include, but not limited to,
professional advice for a teacher, emotional and professional support for parents, program intervention
by the class teacher or Executive team, further testing and data gathering and/oruttap s

referral for the student/family to an outside support agency.
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