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IMPORTANT SCHOOL DETAILS  
 

SCHOOL CONTACTS  
Office Phone Number:   5449 2022 

Absentee Phone Number:   5455 3911   

Absentee Email Address:                   stmabsentees@bne.catholic.edu.au  

School Website link:                 www.stmsunshine.qld.edu.au 
   

SCHOOL HOURS 
First Bell   8.40am 

Session 1 Begins   8.45am 

Lunch Bell 11.00am   (Play until 11.23) 

Eating time 11.23am    until 11.35 

Session 2 Begins 11.35am   (Play until 1.55 ) 

Afternoon Tea   1.55pm    until  2.00 pm  

Session 3 Begins   2.00pm 

School Finish Time    2.50pm 
 

It is a requirement that children respond to the first bell at 8.40am.  This ensures that they are at the 

classroom when doors open at 8.40am in readiness to begin lessons on the second bell at 8.45am. 

Playgrounds are supervised from 8.15am and children are encouraged to use this option if they arrive 

before 8.40am. 
 

Information is communicated regularly to parents via the Parent Portal, email and text with the 

addition of the óCommunication folder systemô for Prep. 
 

Teachers are happy to arrange a time to speak with you about your child if you have any problems or 

concerns.  To ensure there is no interruption during welcoming, farewelling and supervision times, a 

time for discussion needs to be arranged with your childôs teacher prior to the day.  

mailto:stmabsentees@bne.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stmsunshine.qld.edu.au/
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Dear Parents  

 

May I extend to you all a very warm welcome to St Thomas More School. I hope your association with the 

school will be happy and fulfilling in every respect. You are the prime educators of your children, and with 

their commencement at school you now enter a partnership with the school for this next phase of your 

children's education. This partnership will be successful to the extent that it is based on mutual support, co-

operation, and above all mutual respect. 
 

St Thomas More is a Catholic School, and by enrolling your children here you are affirming your 

commitment to Catholic Education, and to the values and belief system that it upholds. The Patron of the 

school Sir (Saint) Thomas More was a man who valued personal integrity and his Faith to the extent that he 

was prepared to sacrifice his own life rather than betray them. He is a fine role model for all of us as we strive 

to be faithful to the Gospel in our own life situation, and to pass that Faith on to the children entrusted to our 

care as parents and teachers. 
 

Our school is a work of the Church, and an important part of the Parish life. Our Parish Priest, Father Mark 

Franklin is a regular visitor to the school, and he ensures Liturgical and Sacramental celebrations are 

available for the children. There is a rich prayer life in the school with daily class prayer, assembly prayer, 

and the fostering of devotion to Mary and the Saints.  The school motto - "In Truth and Love" expresses the 

centrality of Christ to all that we are and do at the school. Jesus proclaimed himself to be the Truth, and he 

gave us the commandment to Love. Living this motto is to strive to follow Jesus by fulfilling this 

commandment of love. 
 

Here at St Thomas More School we seek to educate the whole person. We endeavour to cater for the wide 

range of needs of the children - religious, moral, social, intellectual, physical, emotional, and aesthetic; and in 

doing so hope to provide a secure learning environment where children have the opportunity to achieve their 

potential. 
 

It is for this reason that when you enrol at St Thomas More you enter into an agreement that your child will 

fully participate, to the best of their ability, in all aspects of the school curriculum.  No part of the school 

curriculum that is offered in school time is seen as optional.  This includes school camps, swimming and 

excursions.    
 

We promote in a special way the ideals of respect, honesty, tolerance, co-operation, and a genuine concern for 

the welfare of others. St. Thomas More Catholic School also strives to live out its daily life by following the 

example of Marcellin Champagnat, the founder of the Marist Brothers.  He taught his brothers to base their 

schools around the five pillars of Marist Education:- 
 

      * In t he Way of Mary       *Family Spirit          *Presence        *Simplicity        *Love of Work 
 

In conclusion I ask for your support of and co-operation with the school in all matters. The success of the 

partnership we are about to undertake is dependent on honest and open communication; and on parental 

involvement in the school in a variety of ways - P&F activities, classroom assistance, tuckshop, working bees 

etc. We have a proud history of active parental involvement - please do your part to keep this tradition alive. 
 

Again, a warm welcome to St Thomas More School. May Jesus and Mary bless you and your families and 

keep you all safe in their loving care. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr. Patrick Colley (Principal)                                              
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THE SCHOOL DAY  

 

 

 

 
SUPERVISION 
Teachers begin supervision at 8.15am each morning and again after school until the last bus has 

departed at 3.10pm.  Children should not be at school prior to 8.15am. Parents are encouraged to 

ensure students arrive at school by 8.35am, so that they have the opportunity to organise 

themselves and be ready to start their school day promptly at 8.40am.  Students who are 

consistently late miss out on gathering with their peer group.  Their learning opportunities are 

disrupted, as are the opportunities of their classmates.  Children who walk home should go home 

immediately and children who go by car should be met by their parents at the school designated 

areas.  Please refer to page 44 for details on school drop off and pick up procedures. 
 

LATENESS  
If students come to school late, they are to go to the office to sign in.   Please refer to 

page 32 for details on the Late Arrival procedure. 
 

EARLY SCHOOL DEPARTURE  
If parents come to the school to collect students during the school day, they are required to go to 

the office to sign their children out. Please refer to page 32 for details on the Early School 

Departure procedure. 

 

MOBILE PHONE and IPOD POLICY  
The school recognises that mobile phones can be a useful tool of communication with 

parents outside normal school hours, and that they provide an added sense of security 

for parents and children.  However the school does not encourage children to bring 

mobile phones to school. To ensure that all electronic devices that are brought to 

school are kept secure, and that there is no opportunity for their misuse while on school 

property, the following policy has been introduced. 
 

Students who bring a mobile phone to school are required to switch it off 

on arrival  and sign it in at the óstudent windowô for safe keeping during 

the day. It should be clearly marked with the studentôs name and room 

number. The mobile phone may then be collected/signed out at the end of 

the school day.  Mobile phones found at school in the possession of the 

childr en, will be stored at the office during school hours until collected by a 

parent.   
 

This policy also applies to student ipods and iphones.   
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM  -Worn with Pride  

As a community, we are proud of our school.  We are also proud of the uniform we wear.  

Parents are asked to abide by their commitment and enrolment policy on the correct school 

uniform. The school board have unanimously spoken up about the importance of keeping 

everybody in line with the uniform code. Please refer to the information relating to school 

uniforms. 
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                                  OUR SCHOOL PRAYER  
  

Our loving God 

You created us in your image. 

Show us the way to be generous and caring. 

 

 

In a spirit of truth and love 

help us to work together 

so that our community is a place 

Where your love shines through each person. 

 

 

Let Mary, our mother guide us 

In our words and actions, 

Our work and play. 

 

 

Mary, 

Our Good Mother 

Guide us 

St Marcellin 

Educator and friend 

Inspire us 

St Thomas More 

Patron of our school family 

Teach us truth and love. 

 

Amen 
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ST THOMAS MORE SCHOOL HYMN  
 
Our Loving God, You show us how to be loving and to care 

Our Loving God, We feel your love all around us and our hearts all 

will share 

In Truth and Love for sure 

Bless us at St Thomas More 

 

1. Let Mother Mary be our guide 

In all we say and do 

We walk with God right by our 

side 

And His spirit shines bright for me 

and you.       

Our school so full of joy and fun 

Where we all try to reach 

The glory of each dawning sun. 

That shines from the mountains to 

the beach.     Chorus 

 

2. We work together in all we do 

The way that Marcellin has shown 

With friends forever we see it 

through 

And remember the goodness we 

have known.   Chorus 

 

 

ST THOMAS MORE SCHOOL SONG   
 

We have a lovely school, the staff are really great 

Where Truth and Love will rule so youôll always have a mate. 

We have a lot of friends, youôll never be alone 

Our learning never ends with the seeds that we have sown. 
 

Set your heart on fire 

Let your spirit rise 

Show your heartôs desire 

Under the clear blue skies. 

 

St Thomas More 

A place set in the sun 

St Thomas More 

Through knowledge and in  fun 

In truth and love watch our spirits 

soar 

Bless all of us at St Thomas More. 

 
 

       Our sportsmanship is great  

       we have a lot of fun 

       Weôve very rarely late when    

       work needs to be done. 

       Together hand in hand we    

       learn to care and share 

       Our school set close to sand    

       with kindness everywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñIn the Way of Maryò 
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SCHOOL PATRONS 
 

Our school takes inspiration from the lives of two remarkable saints.  
 

Marcellin Champagnat - Born in France in 1789, the year of the French Revolution, 

Marcellin Champagnat was to lead an extraordinary life and leave an even more extraordinary legacy. 

One of the founding members of the Society of Mary, Marcellin Champagnat 

dedicated his life to founding the Marist Brothers - the largest Order within the 

Marist family. Recognised for his great work and holiness, Marcellin was 

canonised a Saint by Pope John Paul II in 1999. 
 

Marcellin lived a simple life before entering the seminary, and despite 

struggling with his academic studies he was ordained in 1816. Early on his life 

was to take a dramatic turn when he visited an uneducated and ill fifteen-year-

old boy who knew nothing of God. Marcellin decided that a branch of Brothers 

was needed to teach children, and so in 1817 he set about bringing the Marist 

Brothers to reality. Poor health led to the death of Marcellin Champagnat in 

1840. From seeing the young dying boy in 1817 and until his death, the life of 

Marcellin Champagnat is nothing but exceptional and saintly.  His life is a marvelous witness that one 

man can make a difference. 

 

Today St Thomas More School continues to give witness to our vision through living the Gospel 

values.  We nurture a distinctive Marist style that is truly holistic and consciously seeking to 

communicate values.  To continue to embrace this very distinctive Marist style, ñéwe must love them 

(children) and love them all equally.ò (Saint Marcellin Champagnat) 
 

The school also celebrates the annual feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, the founder of the Marist 

Brothers, in June with a School Liturgy and planned activities. The Marcellin Champagnat Awards are 

also presented to one student from each class on this day, identifying the students who demonstrate 

the qualities of Saint Marcellin Champagnat. 

 

St Thomas More was born in England in 1478. As a young man he considered becoming a 

monk, and studied for several years.  He decided that God was calling him to marry and have a family. 

He left the monastery, studied law and married Jane Holt. They had four children and he loved his 

family very much. 

St Thomas More had many friends. He studied very hard and became a 

very important person. Many people came to ask St Thomas More for 

advice. One of these people was the King of England, King Henry the 

8th. 

They became good friends and St Thomas More helped the King with 

many important decisions. 
 

One day St Thomas More and the King disagreed on a very important 

matter. The King got angry with St Thomas More and put him in 

prison. 
 

St Thomas More believed very strongly in telling the truth and for 

standing up for what he believed. Because of this he was condemned to death. Just before he was 

killed, Thomas turned to the people watching, and said, óI die the Kingôs good servant, but Godôs 

first.ô   
 

St Thomas More died in 1535. Through St Thomas More we are inspired to stand up for what we 

believe in. We celebrate his feast day on June 22nd each year. 
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OUR VISION  

 
In Truth and Love ï Educating the whole person 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MISSION  
 

 

 
At Saint Thomas More Parish School we offer quality, inclusive education in the Catholic 

tradition.  This provides equity of opportunity for all to participate in the experience of life long 

learning. 

 

 

The strong family spirit in the school community promotes a sense of integrity, justice and 

personal fulfillment that encourages children to critically question themselves and society as they 

prepare for a future characterised by personal growth and renewal. 

 

 

In our faith community the individualôs potential for learning is nurtured, the Christian story is 

embraced, faith is celebrated in prayerful and reflective ways, and the children discover a belief in 

their own capacity to contribute to the Church and society. 
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Central to our Vision and Mission is our  

RELATIONSHIP POLICY  
 

 

Saint Thomas More School is a Parish school in the Marist tradition. 
 

A Marist School is a centre of learning, of life, and of evangelising. As a school, it leads children to 

learn to know, to be competent, to live together, and most especially to grow as a person. As a Catholic 

school, it is a community setting in which faith, hope, and love are lived and communicated, and in 

which students are progressively initiated into their life-long challenge of harmonising faith, culture, 

and life. (Article 126 from óIn the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnatô). 
 

 

The Catholic school, far more than any other, must be a community whose aim is the transmission of 

values for living. Its work is seen as promoting a faith-relationship with Christ in whom all values find 

fulfillment. But faith is principally assimilated through contact with people whose daily life bears 

witness to it. Christian faith, in fact, is born and grown inside a community. (Article 53 The Catholic 

School Document - ñThis is my commandment: love one another, as I have loved youò. John 15:12).  
 

POLICY STATEMENT  
 

Central to education in the Catholic School is the area of relationships. We all need to develop healthy 

relationships with God, with ourselves, with others, and with the world community.   

VALUES 

At Saint Thomas More we value: 

¶ Godôs unconditional love for all people 

¶ Christian witness 

¶ Appreciation of the dignity of self and others 

PRINCIPLES  
 
 

At Saint Thomas More we strive to create an environment that nurtures each personôs relationship with 

God. 
 

¶ Its (the Catholic School) work is seen as promoting a faith relationship with Christ in whom all 

values find fulfillment. (The Catholic School Document Article 53) 
 

¶ At Saint Thomas More we provide support structures to allow each person to develop a healthy 

relationship with himself/herself. 
 

¶ Equity should be the hallmark of our schools; no-one should benefit from preference or privilege 

because of social standing or exterior qualities; each pupil, rich or poor, should be treated 

according to ability, virtue, and personal worth. (Saint Marcellin) 
 

¶ At Saint Thomas More we provide opportunities to engage in positive relationships with others. 
 
 

¶ The school must be a community whose values are communicated through the interpersonal and 

sincere relationships of its members and through both individual and co-operative adherence to 

the outlook on life that permeates the school. (The Catholic School Document Article 32) 
 

¶ At Saint Thomas More we seek to make each person aware of his/her responsibilities as a 

custodian of the world community. 
 

¶ The Catholic School should teach its pupils to discern in the voice of the universe the Creator 

whom it reveals and, in the conquests of science, to know God and man better. (The Catholic 

School Document Article 46)  
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THE SCHOOL PROGRAM  
 

VISION FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

The Schools and Colleges of the Archdiocese of Brisbane aspire to educate and 

form students who are challenged to live the gospel of Jesus Christ; and who are 

literate in the Catholic and broader Christian tradition, so that they might 

participate critically and authentically in faith contexts and wider society.  
 

The Religious Education Curriculum is divided into four major strands; Sacred 

Texts, Beliefs, Christian Life and Church. Inquiry units of work are taught in and 

include more than one strand, so that students can learn ñaboutò the Catholic 

Christian faith tradition and make sense of the world.  
 

Through engagement with the Religious Education Curriculum, students are challenged to be cultural 

agents in light of the Gospel and authentic witnesses to the mission of Jesus Christ in the world today. 
 

Students participate in the Religious Life of the School and experience the Catholic Christian 

Tradition in particular; Religious Identity and Culture, Prayer and Worship, Faith Formation and 

Social Action and Justice. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a Catholic Christian Community, we educate all students to live the gospel of Jesus Christ as 

successful, creative and confident, active and informed learners empowered to shape and enrich our 

world.  The vision for Religious Education challenges students to be a religious voice in the world. 
 

The School and Parish recognise that parents are the principal Faith educators of their children.  The 

school assists the family and parish in their childôs faith journey. 
 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
From 2016, the Teachings of the Sacraments begin with: 
 

Year 3 ï Students turning  8 - Confirmation 

Year 4 ï Students turning  9 - Sacraments of Penance (2nd Rite) and Eucharist 

Year 5 ï Students turning 10 ïSacraments of Penance (1st Rite) 

 

The Archdiocese recently made the above changes to the óSacramental Policy for Christian 

Initiation for Childrenô, which were discussed by the Parish Life and Faith Committee.  In 

September 2015 the Parish will send an invitation to parents, inviting them to attend one of a number 

of parent meetings planned for late October early November, to inform families of how the parish will 

be implementing the new policy. A copy of the óNew Policyô will be included to ensure parents are 

aware of the details prior to the planned meetings.  Further details will be communicated to parents, 

via the Parish and School newsletters.  

 

Enquiries for students in other grades who have not yet completed the 

Sacramental program can be registered at the Parish offi ce to join any or all 

of the above year groups. Fr Jason Middleton is our Parish Priest and is 

happy to discuss any concerns you may have regarding this. Appointments 

can be made with Mrs Elaine Sephenson at the Parish Office on 5447 1188.  
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SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
DIRECT REPORTING  
 

Parents are always welcome to inquire about a childôs individual progress by making an appointment 

with their childôs teacher. It is also expected of all staff that if difficulties arise in a childôs education 

or behaviour, parents are notified as soon as possible so that solutions to these difficulties can be 

found. Assessment is an ongoing process and is used to inform parents of the decisions teachers make 

regarding student progress.  
 

 

Reporting to parents occurs on a formal basis twice a year. At the end of Term one, teachers invite all 

parents to come to school for an interview regarding their childôs progress.  Parents are also offered 

the opportunity to attend a Parent Information Night which is held in Term 1. At the end of term 2 (the 

end of the first semester), parents will receive a written report that outlines student progress for the 

first semester. A written report is also prepared at the end of Semester 2. 

 

Teachers and parents are encouraged to arrange appointments to discuss issues of concern, or progress 

of the child at anytime throughout the year. 
 

The school participates in Naplan testing.  This provides parents and the school with detailed 

comparative information on childrenôs performance from Years 3 and 5, in both Literacy and 

Numeracy.  Parents will receive a report outlining how their child performed, compared to other 

Australian students at the end of the year. 
 

 

HOMEWORK  
 

At St Thomas More School, homework is a part of classroom expectations 

for all students from Years prep to 6.  In setting homework, the class 

teacher aims to: 

¶ encourage the development of independent study habits 

¶ give parents an opportunity to share in their childrenôs learning 

¶ refine the studentôs skills of time management and organisation 

¶ develop the studentôs sense of responsibility 

¶ practice skills and reinforce work learned in class. 
 

Homework is given out by the class teacher with regard to the age and ability of the child.  Homework 

maybe set each week or daily, depending on the teacher.  This may require that teachers negotiate 

homework expectations with parents so as to cater for the needs of individual students. 
 

 

Parental Involvement 
 

To assist children in completing homework successfully, parents may find the 

following of some assistance: 

¶ arrange a regular time in a suitable room or area that is free from 

distractions e.g. television 

¶ check the standard of work produced and that adequate effort has been 

made 

¶ children appreciate and respond to the interest that parents show in 

their school work  

¶ praise for good work and encouragement for effort are more important than criticism - be 

supportive at all times. 
 

Please contact the teacher if homework is causing distress.  It should be that tasks can be completed 

with minimal assistance.  All queries in relation to homework should be directed to the classroom 

teacher. 
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EDUCATION AL GOALS   
 

St Thomas More School values the developing skills, abilities and interests of 

students.  We aim to support student learning by providing a range of strategies, 

resources and opportunities for students to develop. 
 

Through the inclusion and integration of Social and Emotional Learning, we 

strive to not only recognise, but to celebrate the successes and development of 

each individual. 
  

We strive for excellence in literacy and numeracy outcomes.  This is reflected in school results of 

benchmark tests and external competitions.  We extend to students opportunities to develop their 

literacy, numeracy, interpersonal and application skills through Learning Areas, and also offer 

opportunities through: 

 

¶ the extensive integration of the use of ipads and computers to enhance learning opportunities 

¶ extended physical movement courses that may include dance, cross country, swimming, 

exposure to a wide variety of team games/skills that are extended through our óAfter School 

Activities  programô 

¶ instrumental music program 

¶ school co-ordinated pastoral activities 

¶ school co-ordinated mission fund raising activities 

¶ excursions and overnight camps 

¶ involvement in presentations at assembly and in the wider community 

¶ participation in the Parliament program 

¶ school and community co-ordinated debating competitions, i.e. the óReaders Cupô and 

participation in the óKids teaching Kidsô program. 
 

 

The extension program provides opportunities for students to develop further in the areas of English 

and Maths as they progress through their learning journey. St Thomas More School has a team of 

people who work beyond the classroom to provide support and investigate questions that parents or 

teachers may have about a child.   
 
 

LEARNING AND TEACHING  
 

St Thomas More Catholic School is committed to providing engaging, supportive and dynamic 

learning environments where great teaching and learning can take place.  All students at our school 

are provided with opportunities to engage with rich and varied learning experiences that will enable 

them to realise their potential, pursue their interests and to be supported at all stages of their learning 

journey.  
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LEARNING IN THE EARLY YEARS OF SCHOOL  
 

There are many dimensions to learning in the early years of schooling.  All 

curriculum areas are guided by the expectations of the Australian curriculum and are 

planned for children so that they can engage fully in different learning activities.     

 

As part of a life-long process of growth and change, learning in the early years is 

responsive to how young children learn best.   

 

Children entering the Prep year are capable young people who have been learning since birth. The 

Early Years curriculum recognises the richness that childrenôs existing knowledge brings as the 

starting point for their learning and how strong links can be made to new concepts and ideas. 

Enthusiastic and engaged learning can take place when children are active participants in the process 

of planning and making decisions about their own learning. Using their senses allows children to build 

skills, and develop deep understanding of their world as a result of being actively engaged with a wide 

variety of learning experiences.   

 

Children are supported as learners and encouraged to learn through movement, 

painting, drawing, speaking, writing, construction and socio-dramatic play. 

Experimentation, exploration and positive interactions with others allow children to 

gain skills and knowledge about their world.   

 

The Australian Curriculum  provides opportunities for children to develop a positive disposition to 

learning.  During the Prep year, children are encouraged to explore concepts using the five main 

contexts for learning and development: 

 
¶ Play 

¶ Real-life situations 

¶ Investigations 

¶ Routines and transitions 

¶ Focused learning and teaching. 

 

 

 

As part of the Australian Curriculum, Prep children have opportunities to participate in a variety of 

these experiences on a daily basis. Within any day children are encouraged to actively learn through 

play, investigations and real-life situations. Focused learning and teaching experiences, along with 

clear and meaningful routines and transitions allow children to work in partnership with their teachers 

and peers to learn and develop at their own rate, in their own time. Throughout the learning process 

children are encouraged to actively investigate their ideas and to reflect on these ideas as part of the 

process of making sense of their world. 
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PLAY   
 

Play is an integral part of the Prep curriculum.  It is a powerful way 

in which children can develop thinking skills and problem solving 

strategies.  Children have the opportunity to take on a number of 

roles in different play situations and as a result, are able to engage 

with others and make sense of their world.  Through their play 

experiences children have the opportunity to build their sense of 

personal identity as a successful and confident learner.  They can 

explore ideas and take risks in an environment that is nurturing and 

non-threatening.   

 

Play takes many forms. Some children will participate in socio-dramatic or fantasy play, whilst others 

will choose to explore and manipulate objects as part of this experience.  Some play is physical in 

nature and many aspects of play involve games with rules.   Problem solving is an important part of 

this experience, as well as the development of oral language skills.  Play is a particularly effective tool 

to enhance childrenôs foundational concepts and build their oral language, thinking and social skills, 

all of which are essential to be successful as a learner. 

 

REAL LIFE SITUATIONS  
 

Real life situations provide a great way for children to build 

connections between the experiences that take place at home, in 

the classroom and the wider community.  They allow children to 

investigate, explore and experience learning opportunities that are 

real and significant to them as learners.  Real life experiences 

within a classroom may include cooking, gardening, searching the 

internet, attending performances, creating artwork, conducting 

experiments, talking with visitors to the classroom or reading and 

writing for real purposes. 

 

INVESTIGATIONS  
 

Within the early years classroom investigations can take many forms.  They arise from the questions 

that children ask and provide opportunities for young children to interact with people or objects to 

gather information and test their ideas.  The natural curiosity of children prompts them to experiment 

with artistic, scientific, mathematical and technological ideas and challenges them to find out more.  

Teachers work as partners with children in the process of asking questions, challenging thinking, 

modelling possible solutions and suggesting alternative ideas that will allow the children to draw their 

own conclusions from the investigative process. 

 

ROUTINES and TRANSITIONS 
 

Routines are an integral part of the early yearôs curriculum making them 

particularly important for developing independence in children. They allow 

children to become familiar with the culture and practice of a new environment 

and provide opportunities for individuals to develop particular understandings and 

capabilities within the school environment.  Routines allow children to use 

symbols for real purposes and provide a scaffold to support them in their learning 

and development.  Transitions are also very significant in the life of an early 

yearôs learner.  They are times when new concepts are developed and ideas 

explored.  Transitions often take the form of games; music or language 

experiences and allow children to move confidently from one classroom 

experience to the other. 
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FOCUSED TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

Focused teaching and learning may take place in many contexts in an 

early yearôs classroom. Although teachers have a very active role in 

guiding focused learning experiences, the active role that children take 

in their own learning is celebrated and explored as they interact with 

others to make sense of their world.  Opportunities for focused 

learning allow children to develop knowledge of their world based on 

their own emerging interests, ideas and perspectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHAT DOES LEARNING LOOK LIKE IN 

THE EARLY YEARS ? 
 

 

Religious Education in the Early Years of schooling provides a 

wonderful opportunity for students to grow in their knowledge and 

understanding of God.  The school religious education program 

enriches students understanding of scripture, supports in the 

development of their own self-worth and builds a sense of 

responsibility and moral sensitivity in an environment where religious 

rituals are celebrated throughout the year. 

 

The classroom teaching of religious education in the early years includes content from the strands of 

Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church and Christian life .  Students engage with stories from Scripture and 

Catholic Christian traditions, enabling them to develop religious understandings, communicate their 

ideas and explore the connections between the messages of scripture and their life.  Through their 

exposure to Catholic beliefs and Christian life they are guided in the development of their identity, 

with respect and peaceful co-operation with others being an integral component of their learning. 

 

All components of the Religious Education program respond to young childrenôs capabilities and 

consider the importance of prior knowledge, individual backgrounds and student needs.  As part of the 

religious life of the school, opportunities are provided each day for children to pray together and 

classroom celebrations and rituals unite and build a sense of community within the group. 

 

The social dimension of a childôs learning in Prep is built around developing an awareness of being a 

member of a group.  This includes family, social, community and cultural groups.  An important focus 

in this context for learning is to help children develop understandings and capabilities that will enable 

them to respect and co-operate with others and sustain relationships in 

social settings. 

 

A very important part of this is to help children build within themselves 

a strong sense of positive identity and self-esteem.  This in turn nurtures 

the development of resilience, independence and personal organisation.  

The existence of these qualities allows children to interact with others 

and the learning environment in a positive and confident way.  
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The development of a childôs fine and gross motor skills is a very 

important part of their early learning.  These skills are essential so that 

children can gain strength and confidence when participating in outdoor 

play and playground experiences.  Fine-motor skills are foundational for 

children as they begin early writing and drawing experiences, enabling 

them to manipulate a variety of objects with confidence, skill and 

adequate control.   
 

 

 

Providing opportunities for children to make healthy choices allows them to develop within 

themselves a sense of well-being and a positive sense of themselves.  

 

Some ways that health and physical learning skills are developed include: 
 

 

¶ Outdoor play program - balance activities, skipping, ball skills, 

climbing and a series of gross motor activities 

¶ Fine motor activities ï play dough, threading, cutting, painting and 

folding  

¶ Safety ï ways of keeping healthy and safe in a variety of settings 

¶ Making healthy choices. 

 

 

The development of strong oral language and early literacy skills is 

an integral part of a young childôs language development. It is 

through their early language development in a social setting that 

children are able to construct, communicate and interpret their 

ideas and meanings for a range of different purposes.  This 

component of the curriculum also creates an awareness of the value 

of other languages in the home. 
 

 

 

In the Prep environment there are many elements to a childôs 

language development.  Children are provided with opportunities to learn that language can be used 

for a variety of purposes.  The patterns and conventions of print are explored as children are immersed 

in a wide variety of texts and language experiences.  Phonemic awareness and alphabetic knowledge 

are developed through a program that focuses on using this knowledge as part of a childôs early 

reading experiences.  Writing and shaping of letters and words allows children to explore their ideas 

and begin to communicate these ideas using written text. 

 

The focus of early mathematical understandings is to allow children many 

opportunities to explore and investigate their environment and to be able to 

communicate their mathematical ideas.  Manipulative materials allow 

children to actively seek answers to mathematical problems and to reach 

solutions in creative and interesting ways.   

 

 

 

An important part of developing childrenôs 

understandings is the development of thinking skills 

by providing frequent opportunities for children to 

ask questions and seek answers using a variety of 

mathematical and other materials. 
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Early years learners are active learners.  They think, investigate, imagine 

and respond to new thoughts and concepts.  They want to know more so 

that they can make sense of their world.   
 

Thinking processes are an integral part of all learning in the early years and 

are embedded in all learning areas.  When children have opportunities to 

explore and investigate different concepts or ideas they are able to plan, ask 

questions, evaluate, explore alternative ideas and strategies, predict, design, 

compare and reflect on their learning.   
 

 

An important way for children to express their ideas in creative and unique 

ways is through the use of a variety of media and artistic forms.  Through 

dance, drama, media, music and visual arts children are able to explore and 

express their ideas in a way best suited to their strengths as a learner.  

Information communication technology is embedded in all areas of the 

early yearôs curriculum in a way in which young children can explore, express and communicate their 

ideas to those around them. 

 

Each week the children in Prep attend a number of specialist lessons.  These lessons also provide 

opportunities for them to explore and experience different activities within the school.  Specialist 

lessons include Physical Education, Music, Oral Language and Cultural Literacy. 

 

LEARNING IN YEARS 1 - 6 
 

Within the 1 ï 6 years of schooling children move through different phases in their learning and may 

show different strengths and areas of interest.  Common to each year level are core curriculum areas 

that align with the expectations of the Australian Curriculum.  Within each year of learning the 

individual learning needs of all students are considered as part of our differentiation for learning 

process, ensuring that all learners have many and varied opportunities to reach their learning goals. 

 

Each student develops at their own rate and time and has different capacities and skills that they bring 

to the learning process.  Along with knowledge as a learner, it is important for students to have a 

sound understanding of the language and skills they need to become more confident and competent 

learners.   The development of a common language of learning is a strong focus at all levels of the 

school, with the clear purpose to help students communicate more fully where they are on their 

learning journey. 

 

In order for students to be active participants in their own learning, the intention of learning 

experiences needs to be clearly stated at the beginning of learning activities within the classroom.  It is 

important that students know ï Where they are going with their learning, How they are going with 

their learning and How they are going to get there.   This enables students to have a clear 

understanding of where the learning experience is headed, to identify what resources they may need to 

complete the task and to understand what is expected of them.  As part of this process, what successful 

learning will look like in this learning situation is clearly articulated so that students can set clear 

goals as to how they can best achieve success. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

Our Religious Education program aspires to educate and form students who are challenged to 

li ve the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our world today.  Engagement with Sacred Texts allows 

students to develop deeper knowledge and understanding of Old Testament and New 

Testament Scripture texts from the bible. At each year level students have the opportunity to 

listen to, learn from and respond to a variety of scripture text with particular emphasis on 

developing a greater understanding of the time and context in which these stories of faith 

were recorded.  Students are then challenged to use this knowledge to respond to the 

messages of scripture in meaningful ways. 

 

 

As part of the development of the Beliefs strand, students develop a 

deeper understanding of God by becoming more literate in the Catholic 

and broader Christian tradition.  There are many opportunities for 

students to engage meaningfully with the sacramental life of the Church 

and to develop their own sense of spirituality, through prayer, celebrating 

rituals and participating in school liturgical celebrations.  The strand of 

Christian life  is explored by considering the social teachings of the 

Church as a way to reflect on action for justice in the school community, 

in relation to our Marist communities and as members of the global 

community. 

 

ENGLISH  
 

The study of English is central to the learning and development of all students.  It is important to help 

students become confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens.  Our school 

English program is organised into three interrelated strands ï Language, L iterature and L iteracy.  

Engagement with each of these strands allows students to develop knowledge, understanding and 

skills to help them listen, read, view, speak, read, write and create. 

 

The language component of the English program helps 

students develop their knowledge of the English language and 

how it works.  It helps students discover more about the 

important patterns and purposes that are central to the English 

language, including spelling, grammar and punctuation in 

words and sentences. Students develop knowledge and build 

understandings about how these elements of text can be used 

to communicate effectively. Students also become more aware 

of how the conventions of language influence how we express 

our ideas. 

 

The literature  strand considers how the study of different 

texts can have a personal, social, cultural or aesthetic impact on the learners. Such texts can include 

shorts texts, novel, poetry, prose and film, along with spoken, print and digital multi-modal texts.   

Being immersed in a variety of texts allows students to appreciate different texts and to enrich their 

own understandings of the world.  All students have regular exposure to a wide range of literature 

from the school library. 

 

The literacy component of the English curriculum allows students to focus on the development of 

skills such as sound-letter correspondence, to expand their knowledge and skills in reading, writing 

and speaking and to develop fluency when engaging with texts in different settings. 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

The mathematics curriculum provides students with essential 

mathematical skills and knowledge in Number and 

Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 

Probability. It ensures that all students develop numeracy 

capabilities at their own level of development and allows all 

learners to develop a level of ómathematical literacyô that will 

help them understand and interpret mathematical problems.  

Mathematical ideas have evolved across all cultures over 

thousands of years, and are constantly developing. Digital 

technologies are providing valuable tools to help with the 

development of mathematical ideas in the classroom setting 

and allow learners to develop increasingly sophisticated and 

refined mathematical understanding, fluency, logical 

reasoning, analytical thought and problem-solving skills. 

Students can then respond to familiar and unfamiliar 

situations by employing learnt mathematical strategies to 

make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently. 

 

Identifying the existence of strong links between the various 

components of mathematics as well as those links that exist between mathematics and other subject 

disciplines is an important part of Maths learning and allows learners to see the value of mathematics 

as something that links with daily life.  The mathematics curriculum provides students with carefully 

paced, in-depth study of critical skills and concepts. It acknowledges that studentsô progress at 

different times and rates and as a result, encourages teachers to help students become self-motivated, 

confident learners through inquiry and active participation in challenging and engaging experiences. 

 

SCIENCE 
 

Science provides an opportunity for students to ask questions and seek answers about important and 

interesting events in the biological, physical and technical world. It is a dynamic subject which uses an 

inquiry approach so that students can make sense of the world by collaborating, exploring and 

investigating mysteries, making predictions and solving problems.  In order to do this the science 

curriculum promotes the use of six overarching ideas -  patterns, order and organisation; form and 

function; stability and change; systems; scale and measurement; and matter and energy to help 

highlight common approaches to a scientific view of the world. 
 

The Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop óscientific literacyô as they 

begin to understand important scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop 

scientific knowledge and the contribution and application of science to our culture and our lives. 

In the early years of learning it allows students to experience the joy of scientific discovery and 

nurtures their natural curiosity about the world around them. As students develop greater knowledge 

about scientific concepts and use inquiry skills to develop a deeper level of understanding they can 

make informed decisions about local, national and global issues. In doing this, they develop critical 

and creative thinking skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and draw evidence-based 

conclusions using scientific methods.  

 

HISTORY  
 

History uses evidence from the past to help us understand different events and periods in time.  The 

value of teaching history is to allow students to learn from the lessons of the past so that they can 

make informed judgments about the future.  All year levels engage with the two elements of the 

history curriculum ï Historical Knowledge and Understanding and Historical Skills. 
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Historical Knowledge and Understanding includes personal, family, local, state or territory, 

national, regional and world history.  Through the exploration of different topics across the P-6 

curriculum students develop a range of history concepts including evidence, continuity and change, 

cause and effect, significance, empathy, perspectives and contestability. 
 

Historical Skills  focus on the use of historical inquiry, which includes historical questions and 

research; analysis and use of sources; perspectives and interpretations and comprehension and 

communication. 

 

Year levels - focus areas: 
 

Years P ï 2:  Awareness of personal and family history  

Year 3:  Community and Remembrance 

Year 4:  First Contacts 

Year 5:  The Australian Colonies 

Year 6:  Australia as a Nation 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY   
 

Teaching students the skills to help them think geographically and to 

encourage them to develop a holistic view of the world is an 

important component of the Geography curriculum.  Geographical 

inquiry is an effective method used to help students explore learning 

in this area of the curriculum and is used extensively throughout the 

years of primary schooling. 
 

As part of learning in Geography students develop Geographical knowledge which refers to the 

facts, generalisations, principles, theories and models already developed in geography.  
 

Geographical Understanding provides the framework for students to identify what relationships 

exist between their prior knowledge and new learning.  It also challenges the learner to see how this 

information could be applied to a new situation or to solve new problems.  Concepts covered in each 

year level lay the foundation for future discussions and learning. 

Geographical Inquiry  helps students learn about and deepen their 

understanding of geography. It involves individual or group investigations 

that start with geographical questions and proceed through the collection, 

evaluation, analysis and interpretation of information to the development 

of conclusions and proposals for actions.  

Geographical Skills are the techniques that geographers use in their investigations, both in fieldwork 

and in the classroom. Students learn to think critically about the methods used to obtain, represent, 

analyse and interpret information and communicate findings. Some of the skills developed by students 

throughout the primary years include:  formulating a question and research plan, recording and data 

representation skills, using a variety of spatial technologies and communicating with appropriate 

geographical vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

The theme for each year level includes: 
 

 

 

 

 

Prep People live in Places  Year 4 The Earthôs environment sustains all life 

Year 1 Places have distinctive Features  Year 5 Human  &  environmental processes  shape places 

Year 2 People are connected to many places  Year 6 We live in a diverse world  

Year 3 Places are both similar and different    
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 CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIPS  
 
 

Civics and Citizenship provides an opportunity for students in Years 3-6 to become active and 

informed citizens who participate in and learn more about Australiaôs democracy. Through the study 

of Civics and Citizenship, students have the opportunity to investigate political and legal systems, and 

to explore the nature of citizenship, diversity and identity in contemporary society. By developing 

inquiry skills and providing opportunities for learners to become active and informed citizens they 

will be challenged to question, understand and contribute to the world in which they live in. 
 

 

The Civics and Citizenship curriculum aims to reinforce studentsô appreciation and understanding of 

what it means to be a citizen. It explores ways in which students can actively shape their lives, value 

their belonging in a diverse and dynamic society, and positively contribute locally, nationally, 

regionally and globally.  It acknowledges the experiences and contributions of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Peoples and their identities within contemporary Australia and challenges learners to be 

reflective, active and informed decision-makers.  
 

 
 

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS  
 

Students in Years 5 and 6 will explore the way individuals, families, the community, businesses and 

governments make decisions in relation to the allocation of resources.  It aims to enable students to 

understand the process of economic and business decision-making and its effects on themselves and 

others, now and in the future. 
 

The study of economics and business develops the knowledge, understanding and skills that will 

inform students about the economy and encourage them to participate in and contribute to it.  The 

curriculum examines those aspects of economics and business that underpin decision-making at 

personal, local, national, regional and global levels.  Students learn to appreciate the interdependence 

of decisions made, as well as the effects of these decisions on consumers, businesses, governments 

and other economies. 
 

 

 

DIGITAL AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES  
 

In the age where technology is rapidly changing the way people 

live and work, it is essential that our young people have the 

skills to engage in; problem solve with; and continuously adapt 

to changing technology. 

 

COMMUNICATE   
 

¶ Each child has the opportunity to have a voice in a safe 

environment 

¶ Enables a culture of self-directed learners 

¶ Provides multiple opportunities for students to develop 

mastery as they have more control over when, where and how 

they learn and how they communicate what they have learnt 

¶ Allow students access to knowledge and the opportunity to 

re-engage in learning opportunities as many times as they 

need 

¶ Enables more autonomous learning, which research shows creates more self-directed 

and engaged learners. 
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COLLABORATE  
 

¶ Enables a community of learners who work collaboratively 

¶ Each child has the opportunity to receive feedback from 

teachers and peers 

¶ Provides an audience and purpose for work 

¶ Allows students to make their thinking visible 

¶ Ideas and work can be quickly and easily shared. 
 

CREATIVITY  
 

¶ Promotes creativity as knowledge can be expressed multi-

modally, not just written ï images, sounds, animations and 

narration 

¶ Many different avenues for presenting learning 

¶ Develops problem solving skills 

¶ Many opportunities to play and explore. 
 

 

CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES  
ARTS EDUCATION  
 

Arts education within our school has 5 components ï Music, Dance, 

Drama, Visual Arts and Media Arts.   
 

Each element of Arts Education is unique and distinctive with its own 

discrete knowledge, symbols, language, processes and skills.  As part 

of their Arts education students will have the opportunity to use their 

senses to make and present different artworks using elements of each 

art form and to understand, appreciate and respond to each element in 

creative and critical ways.  
 

MUSIC 
 

St Thomas More School offers a developmental classroom Music and Dance Program from Prep to 

Year 6.  This program is based on the new Australian National Curriculum ï response to and 

appreciation of music or dance; performance, presentation and display of music or dance; 

exploring and improving  musical or dance skills; as well as development of musical and dance ideas. 
 

As part of the school arts program, all students have the opportunity to work with and learn from our 

Specialist Music teacher.  In music, students use the concepts and materials of music to compose, 

improvise, arrange, perform, conduct and respond to their own and othersô work. They learn about the 

elements of music including duration (rhythm and tempo), dynamics, form, pitch (melody and 

harmony), and timbre (sound texture and quality) and have the opportunity to apply this knowledge to 

the materials of music, including the voice, body, instruments, found sound sources and information 

and communication technology. 
 

Students are exposed to a wide range of music and dance styles or genres, with a fairly strong focus on 

popular modern as well as Indigenous and Torres Strait island examples.  The overall aims of the 

classroom Music Program are exposure, enjoyment, learning, performance and fun. 
 

Singing also forms a large part of lessons throughout the year. Students from year 3 are welcome to 

join the school choir which provides an opportunity for choir members to share their talents at school 

events throughout the school year.  The choir contributes in a significant way to the celebration of 

school events, including school masses and liturgies.   Extra Curricular Music and dance opportunities 

for students from Year 3 to Year 6 include the Glee Club and private vocal tuition to students of all 

ages. 
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DANCE 
In dance, students develop knowledge, understanding and skills to 

communicate ideas using the elements of dance, including space, time, 

dynamics and relationships. In each year the starting point will be 

everyday movement.  Students work with the body as the instrument and 

movement as the medium of dance, using dance composition processes to 

help them explore, organise and refine movement for choreography and 

performance. Students will develop their movement vocabulary, with 

techniques from simple to advanced skills in locomotion, balance, 

coordination, alignment and expression with consideration of safe dance 

practices and consideration of the needs of individual students.  
 

 

 

DRAMA  
 

Drama is a collaborative art, combining physical, verbal, visual and aural dimensions. In drama, 

students explore, depict and celebrate human experience by imagining and representing other people 

through live enactment. Students experience theatre and develop an understanding of the 

performer/audience relationship. Learning in drama can be both process and performance. Students 

will combine the elements of drama to make, present and respond to representations of human 

situations, characters, behaviour and relationships. They will make drama through dramatic play, role-

play and improvisation, structuring the elements into play-building, directing and scriptwriting. In 

presenting drama they will learn, as actors, to use body and gesture, voice and language, through 

interpretation and rehearsal processes as well as production and performance. In responding, students 

will learn about how drama contributes to personal, social and cultural identity.  
 

 

VISUAL ARTS  
 

In visual arts students learn through direct engagement with two-dimensional, 

three-dimensional and four-dimensional art and design practices and concepts, 

theories, histories and critiques. Through opportunities for engagement in 

visual arts activities in classrooms, students develop skills, knowledge, 

understandings and techniques as artists, designers, critics and audiences. They 

learn to explore ideas through imaginative engagement, making and presenting 

art, craft and design works, and engaging critically with these works and 

processes.  Students in Years 3 to 6 engage in specialist art lessons once a 

week. 

 

MEDIA ART  
 

Media artists represent the world using platforms such as television, film, video, 

newspapers, radio, video games, the internet and mobile media. In media arts, 

students have opportunities to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in the 

creative use of communications technologies and digital materials to tell stories 

and explore concepts for diverse purposes and audiences. The role of media arts is 

enhanced by the use of digital technologies and through use of different devices 

within classrooms.  Students have opportunities to explore the diverse cultural, 

creative, social and institutional factors that continue to shape communication. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM  
 

The St Thomas More School Instrumental Music Program offers a unique and exciting music 

experience.  The aim of the program is the development of the studentsô musical, social and personal 

awareness through participation in instrumental music lessons, ensembles, rehearsals and 

performances.  
 

Students in Years 3 ï 6 are eligible to enroll in the program.  The Instrumental Music Director, 

together with the Classroom Music Teacher, Class Teacher and Principal, review all applications for 

inclusion in the Instrumental Program.  Recruitment for the following year generally commences in 

Term 4 for Year 2 to Year 5 students.  New students commence at the beginning of each year.  

When accepted into the 4 year program, it is expected that students will remain committed for the 

duration of their time at St Thomas More Primary. 
 

 

INSTRUMENTS TAUGHT  

Students can supply their own instrument or hire an instrument through the school. 

Tuition is available in the following instruments: 

 

Woodwind Brass Percussion 

Piccolo 

Flute 

Clarinet  

Alto Saxophone 

Tenor Saxophone 

Barit one Saxophone 

Trumpet  

French Horn 

Trombone 

Baritone Horn 

Euphonium 

Tuba 

Tuned- Glockenspiel, 

Xylophone. 

Un-tuned ï Timpani, 

concert percussion, Kit & 

other miscellaneous 

instruments. 
 

COSTS AND COMMITMENT  - Current   
 

Enrolment in the IMP is an annual commitment.  Parents are responsible for the cost of tuition and 

providing an instrument.  Tuition fees are currently $640/year.  This is billed at the beginning of the 

year and be paid at $160/term. 

 

TUITION  
 

Tuition includes a 1 x 30 minute weekly group lesson (2-8 students) in school time and a 1 x band 

rehearsal (times below) before school. A minimum of 8 x 30 minute group lessons are provided for 

each child per term.  Make up lessons are not given in the absence of the teacher or the student. Most 

terms will see your child receiving 8 ï 10 lessons. Participation in lessons, band rehearsals and 

performances is compulsory when being part of the IMP. Students are expected to attend all lessons 

and bring all tutor books, ensemble music, accessories and their instrument to each lesson and 

rehearsal. They are also responsible for set up and pack up of the band for rehearsals and 

performances. 
 

 

 

INSTRUMENT HIRE  - Current  
 

Students are currently able to hire instruments through the school. This is encouraged for students in 

their first year of playing and for those playing bigger, more expensive instruments. The cost of hiring 

ranges from $220 to $370 per year, depending on the size of the instrument. All hire students are 

billed and committed financially for the calendar year.  

 

REPORTING & ASSESSMENT 
 

All students involved in the IMP will receive a special report on their progress at the end of each 

semester. 
 

JUNIOR CONCERT BAND  

TUESDAY 7.45 ï 8.30 am 

SENIOR CONCERT BAND 

THURSDAY 7.30 - 8.30 am 

Beginner students in their first year of learning. Students that have been learning longer than one 

year. 
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LANGUAGES - INDONESIAN  
 

Indonesia is Australia's closest neighbour, consisting 

of over 17000 islands and many different cultures.  

At St Thomas More, students learn Indonesian 

language (Bahasa Indonesia) and culture in Years 3 

to 6.  Students in Prep to Year 2 engage in cultural 

literacies. 
 

Although the program's main focus is language, the 

culture of Indonesia is embedded within this.   

Students learn everyday language that they could use 

if ever travelling to Indonesia - how to order food, 

time, bargaining and simple conversational 

language.  Indonesia's diverse culture is also 

explored through the program that includes students participating in food taste-testing days; Wayang 

puppet and mask making and learning Indonesian musical instruments such as the Angklung.   
 

Information technology is embedded into the teaching of Indonesian and the use of ipads is a very 

successful tool to support language acquisition.  The program also offers opportunities for students to 

extend their language through participation in a variety of speech and language competitions.  
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

Health and Physical education offers experiential learning in a relevant, 

engaging, physically active and developmentally appropriate way.   

Through engagement with the HPE curriculum during their primary years 

of schooling, students develop knowledge, understandings and skills to 

inform them about health and wellbeing and to support them in developing 

resilience, becoming informed decision makers and being supported in 

strengthening their sense of self.  An important part of Health and Physical Education is the 

acquisition of movement skills, along with the development of concepts and strategies that will enable 

students to confidently and competently participate in a range of physical activities. 
 

 

Health and Physical Education is an integral component of the school curriculum and all round 

education for the students, forming part of everyday classroom teaching and learning.  Each week 

students are expected to engage in one Physical Education lesson with a PE specialist.  This 

complements work already carried out within the classroom and also builds on particular skills in 

preparation for school cross country and athletic carnivals.  If children cannot participate because of 

medical reasons, this needs to be noted on the enrolment application or a note sent to the class teacher 

on specific occasions. 
 

Students in Years 1 - 6 are also involved in swimming activities during the year.  
 

At St Thomas More we attempt to develop the positive attitudes of good 

sportsmanship, fairness and spirit of teamwork and co-operation through our 

sporting endeavours.  The school is a member of the Noosa District Primary 

School Sports Association.  At this interschool level, students have the opportunity 

to participate in Swimming and Athletics Carnivals, Cross Country events and to 

be members of individual District sport teams, such as cricket, netball etc.  

Children may then advance to Regional and State teams if selected. 
 

 

Within the school, there are four sporting houses: Marcellin, MacKillop, Xavier and Nagle.  Sports 

days are coordinated for middle and senior primary school students.   Families are allocated to one 

house for the duration of their time at St Thomas More School. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT ADMINISTRATION TEAM  
This team consists of: 
 

¶ The Principal 

¶ The Assistant to the Principal Administration 

¶ The Learning Support Teacher 

¶ The School Guidance Counsellor. 

 

The purpose of the Student Support Administration team is to: 
 

¶ Support class teachers and parents in educating and providing care to their students/children 

¶ To gather current information and develop a plan of action to begin to answer questions or 

address concerns 

¶ To share information and ensure a team  approach when supporting students  

¶ To investigate issues and provide feedback to parents and teachers regarding studentsô 

development, well-being and educational program 

¶ To ensure accountability and monitoring in the support provided for students as they progress 

through school. 

 

How do you access this team of people in the school?  
 

This team meets weekly.  Class teachers may put in a referral regarding a student in their class, or a 

parent may call one of team to discuss their child.  That team member will bring the issue to the group 

for discussion and possible action, if necessary.  The issues that are discussed can be varied and many, 

including behaviour difficulties, learning issues, emotional concerns, social skills, extending and 

encouraging student achievement, looking into funding possibilities to support student success, etc.  

 
 

What are the outcomes of this process? 
 

The outcomes of assistance from the Administration Student Support Team can be varied.  It is an 

avenue of finding support and solutions within our own school community, as well as involving other 

support personnel as deemed necessary.  At the conclusion of these meetings an action plan is usually 

put in place that is then reviewed over time.  These actions may include, but not limited to, 

professional advice for a teacher, emotional and professional support for parents, program intervention 

by the class teacher or Executive team, further testing and data gathering and/or may result in a 

referral for the student/family to an outside support agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


